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  August 31, 2022 

 

 

Governor Ned Lamont  

State Capitol 

210 Capitol Avenue 

Hartford, CT 06106 

 

Dear Governor Lamont, 

As you may know, last Thursday the State of California passed regulations to ban the sale of gasoline-powered 

cars by 2035. Many may not be aware that California's ban will require Connecticut to follow suit and ban new 

vehicle sales of gasoline-powered cars (pursuant to subsection (a) of Connecticut General Statutes section 22a-

174g). Unfortunately, the existing regulatory process by which our state implements California's policy is 

essentially a rubber stamp and provides no opportunity for the full legislature to play a role in making such a 

profoundly important decision about our future. Such a policy change should certainly be subject to serious 

discussion and debate by the legislature rather than mysteriously working its way through government 

bureaucracy. 

I have grave concerns about the lack of transparency and legislative oversight when a policy such as this would 

have a dramatic impact on the people of Connecticut.  We should not abdicate our responsibility as duly-elected 

representatives of the citizens of our state to fully vet this important issue.  

While last Thursday's ban is limited to the sale of light duty vehicles up to an 8,500 gross vehicle weight rating, 

just this past session the legislature passed Senate Bill 4 (Public Act 22-25) which will tie our state even tighter to 

California regulations, requiring us to follow any future action California may take to regulate medium and 

heavy-duty vehicles as well. 
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Another provision of Senate Bill 4 bans the purchase of diesel-powered buses after January 1, 2024, putting our 

state on an aggressive course to have a fully-electric bus fleet. Unfortunately, we need only look to last month's 

electric bus fire to be concerned with an implementation process that hasn't been vetted as fully as it should 

have been. Meanwhile, we still do not have the results of the investigation into whether, given last month's 

tragedy, these buses are actually viable. 

We're asking that you commit to making the process by which the State of California determines Connecticut 

policy as transparent as possible, require the legislature to weigh in on this historically important issue, and give 

our state's residents a real opportunity to voice their opinion regarding whether or not such a ban makes sense 

for Connecticut. 

Sincerely, 

  

 
Vincent Candelora  
House Republican Leader   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


